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'Racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism or Islamophobia are
poisoning our societies' – UN chief
16 August – Urging people everywhere to speak out against hate
speech and hate crimes, United Nations Secretary-General António
Guterres today reiterated his call for tolerance, respect for the other
and the importance of recognizing diversity.
“Racism, xenophobia, anti-Semitism or Islamophobia are, as I
mentioned yesterday, poisoning our societies,” the Secretary-General
told journalists today at a briefing at the UN Headquarters in New
York.
“It is absolutely essential for us all to stand up against them
everywhere and every time,” he added.
Secretary-General António Guterres speaks to journalists at a press
encounter. UN Photo/Mark Garten

Addressing questions from a journalist about the situation in the US,
where a weekend protest and counter-protest over the removal of a
Civil War statue in Charlottesville, Virginia, sparked discussions about race, Mr. Guterres said “these demons are appearing
a little bit everywhere.”
A Portuguese national, Mr. Guterres said that as a European, he is proud that Europe created the values of Enlightenment:
tolerance, the respect for the other, and the importance of recognition of diversity.
“To be able to stand for these values and to… at the same time, to condemn all forms of irrationality that undermine those
values is essential, at the present moment, be it in the United States or everywhere else in the world,” the head of the UN
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said.

UN observers conclude FARC-EP arms removal process in
Colombia
16 August – More than 8,000 weapons and over one million burned
cartridges were transported to a central warehouse in Colombia as the
United Nations political mission in the country concluded the process
of the laying down of individual weapons of the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP) combatants.
“To date, August 15, [the UN] concluded the process of extracting all
the armament and scrap ammunition in the 26 camps of the FARCEP, as well as the collected from the arms caches until now,” began
Jean Arnault, Special Representative of the Secretary-General and
Head of the UN Mission in Colombia in a press statement.
“In addition to the operation that is being carried out in Pondores,
extraction operations are currently underway in four areas: La
Reforma, Yari, La Guajira and La Variante. The material transported
in the containers consists of 8,112 guns and almost 1,300,0000 incinerated cartridges,” he added.
UN observers removing the last of more than 8,112 guns carried by
the FARC-EP. Photo: UN Mission in Colombia

Mr. Arnault emphasized that the extraction process included 16 aerial-ground movements and 10 terrestrial movements,
which accounted for more than 50 flight hours from three UN mission helicopters and almost 11,000 kilometres travelled.
All unstable material found in the 26 camps, including anti-personnel mines, grenades, homemade explosives and
gunpowder was also destroyed.
Turning to arms caches operations, he said “to date there is information about 873 of which 510 arms caches have been
successfully executed.”
As the result of the extraction of arms caches operations, the UN Mission in the field counted, to date, 795 weapons;
293,803 ammunitions of different calibre of small arms; 22,077 kilograms of various explosives; 25,216 meters of
detonating cord and slow wick; 3,957 hand grenades and 40 mm grenades; 1,846 antipersonnel mines; 27,282 starters; and
1,130 mortar rounds, of which 81 mm, 60 mm and rockets are identified.
The mission head stressed the importance of this process and what it means for the future of Colombia.
“I consider this is an important figure, which shows that there has definitely been an exhaustive process of the abandonment
of weapons, not only a process of abandoning individual arms, but also an exhaustive process of abandoning everything
contained in the FARC-EP target teams and as President Juan Manuel Santos said, this leads the country to a new stage,”
underscored Mr. Arnault.
According to a unanimously adopted resolution, on 26 September the UN Verification Mission in Colombia will replace the
current mission.
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As tensions on Korean Peninsula grow, UN chief urges world to
'dial up' diplomacy
16 August – Addressing the growing tensions on the Korean
Peninsula, United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres today
said it was important “to dial down rhetoric and dial up diplomacy.”
Speaking to the press at the UN Headquarters in New York, the
Secretary-General stressed that the solution to the crisis must be
political, and reiterated that his good offices – meaning the prestige
and weight that his title and the UN represent to the world community
– are always available.
“I will remain in close contact with all concerned parties and stand
ready to assist in any way,” said Mr. Guterres.
Secretary-General António Guterres speaks to journalists at a press
encounter. UN Photo/Mark Garten

The message echoes what Mr. Guterres said he had told yesterday's
meeting of the representatives of the Six-Party Talks, who include
China, the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK), Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Russian Federation, and the
United States.
Earlier this month, the UN Security Council strengthened sanctions against DPRK's exports. Unanimously adopting
resolution 2371 (2017), the Council imposed a full ban on the export of coal, iron and iron ore from the north-east Asian
country. Previously these items could be exported for livelihood purposes, for a limited amount.
Mr. Guterres today said that consist with that resolution, “the international community must send a clear, coherent message
to the leadership of the DPRK: fully comply with international obligations, work towards reopening communication
channels and support efforts to deescalate the situation.”
He noted that the resolution sends “an unambiguous message regarding the peace and security obligations” of DPRK, while
also representing “an opportunity to solve this crisis through diplomatic engagement and renewed dialogue.”
Speaking to journalists, Mr. Guterres welcomed the “continued critical engagement” by Member States and supported “the
call of the Republic of Korea to the DPRK to engage in credible and meaningful dialogue.” These include steps such as
confidence-building measures to defuse tension and efforts to de-nuclearize the Peninsula.
The tensions related to the crisis in the region “are at levels not seen in decades,” Mr. Guterres said.
He noted that more than three million people died in the Korean War, which ravaged the Peninsula from 1950 to 1953.
“We need to heed the lessons of history – not to repeat the mistakes,” he said.
He noted also that the potential consequences of military action “are too horrific to even contemplate.”
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Landmark UN-backed treaty on mercury takes effect
16 August – A ground-breaking global convention on mercury today
goes into effect, the United Nations environment wing said, protecting
millions of children and infants from possible neurological and health
damage.
“Governments that are party to the Convention are now legally bound
to take a range of measures to protect human health and the
environment by addressing mercury throughout its lifecycle,” the UN
Environment Programme (UNEP) said in a statement.
The Minamata Convention commits Governments to specific
measures, which include banning new mercury mines, phasing-out
existing ones, regulating artisanal and small-scale gold mining, and
reducing emissions and mercury use. Since the element is
indestructible, the Convention also stipulates conditions for interim
storage and disposal of mercury waste.

Artisanal small scale mining is responsible for up to 35% of global
emission of mercury into the environment. Photo: Global
Environment Facility

The Convention – the first new global convention related to the environment and health in close to a decade – entered force
today, 90 days after the fiftieth party ratified it on 18 May. There are now 74 parties to the Convention and 128 countries
have signed it.
“The Minamata Convention shows that our global work to protect our planet and its people can continue to bring nations
together. We did it for the Ozone layer and now we're doing it for mercury, just as we need to do it for climate change – a
cause that the Minamata Convention will also serve. Together, we can clean up our act,” said Erik Solheim, head of UNEP.
The Convention takes its name from the most severe mercury poisoning disaster in history. In 1956, local villages suffered
convulsions, psychosis, loss of consciousness and coma from eating the fish in Minamata Bay, Japan, in which industrial
wastewaters had been dumped since the 1930s. Thousands of people were certified as having directly suffered from mercury
poisoning, now known as Minamata disease.
According to UNEP, up to 8,900 metric tonnes of mercury are emitted each year. It can be released naturally through the
weathering of mercury-containing rocks, forest fires and volcanic eruptions, but significant emissions also come from
human processes, particularly coal burning and artisanal and small-scale gold mining. Mining alone exposes up to 15
million workers in 70 different countries to mercury poisoning, including child labourers.
Other man-made sources of mercury pollution include the production of chlorine and some plastics, waste incineration and
use of mercury in laboratories, pharmaceuticals, preservatives, paints and jewelry.
“There is no safe level of exposure to mercury nor are there cures for mercury poisoning, which at high levels causes
irreversible neurological and health damage,” UNEP said, particularly among unborn children and infants.
The first meeting of the parties to the Convention will be held 24 to 29 September in Geneva.
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Post-election Kosovo entering period of uncertainty that will
demand strong leadership – UN envoy
16 August – Following the parliamentary elections of 11 June, which
took place without “major irregularities or incidents,” Kosovo has
entered a “period of uncertainty” marked by reconfiguring the
political landscape and a “functional void,” the Special Representative
of the United Nations Secretary-General for Kosovo Zahir Tanin told
the Security Council today.
“The transition phase has proven to be full of obstacles. The main
coalition was not able to achieve an absolute majority, some of the
parties increased their representation marginally and the long-standing
opposition has taken a significant boost,” said Mr. Tanin in his regular
briefing to the 15-member Council.
The Special Representative of the Secretary General for Kosovo,
Zahir Tanin, briefs the Security Council on the UN Interim
Administration Mission in Kosovo. UN Photo/Kim Haughton

But the polls had revealed a “change of mentality” among many
voters, especially young people, more concerned about issues of
access to economic opportunities, reducing corruption and

strengthening the rule of law.
Noting the proposed initiative of President Vucic of Serbia for an internal dialogue on Kosovo, Mr. Tanin, who is also head
of the UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo (UNMIK), underlined that “pursuing fair, difficult, often painful,
compromises demands strong leadership from all sides.” He stressed that political reconciliation must also be accompanied
by societal reconciliation.
He went on to note the UNMIK's efforts to support the advancement of inter-community relations on the ground. In that
regard, he highlighted the round-table meeting in Geneva co-hosted with the High Commissioner for Human Rights to bring
attention back to the many unresolved cases of missing persons in Kosovo.
Other UN-led initiatives to strengthen societal relations included the first UN Kosovo Youth Assembly was attended by over
140 young leaders – 60 percent of them women – representing all Kosovo's ethnic communities.
After three months of election campaign and post-election uncertainty, Mr. Tanin underlined the importance for Kosovo to
move forward seriously and responsibly, and for the international community to work together to continue to provide
essential support.

Emergency food distributions launched to assist thousands
displaced in DR Congo – UN agency
16 August – Food assistance will be provided to food insecure people
displaced by conflict in the Kasai region of the Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC), says the United Nations food agency.
The World Food Programme (WFP) and its partner World Vision
have launched an emergency operation to provide food assistance to
42,000 food insecure people who, due to conflict, have fled their
villages in the country's Kasai and Kasai Central provinces.
“We launched this emergency response as soon as funds became
available,” said Claude Jibidar, WFP Representative and Country
Director in DRC, in a press statement.
In Kasai Central, Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), World
Food Programme DRC and partner World Vision distributed 41 tons
of food to 2,800 vulnerable and displaced people in Tshilumba town.
Photo: WFP/Africa
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However, with nearly one and a half million displaced people in the Kasai region, additional donor support is essential for
WFP to scale up our operations and reach more vulnerable displaced people,” he added.
WFP plans to assist 25,000 displaced persons in Kasai Central and 17,000 people in the Kasai province in the coming days,
the statement elaborated. However, WFP urgently requires $17.3 million to support the operations scale-up from September
to December 2017.
“Food distributions have started in the town of Tshilumba with further distributions scheduled this month. As part of this
effort and where safe access is possible, WFP and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) continue to identify the
most vulnerable displaced people in areas identified with high levels of food insecurity, as determined in a recent food
security study,” said WFP.
According to its recent food security assessment, WFP said that in the last year, the number of people in need of urgent
humanitarian food assistance in the DRC rose by 1.8 million – from 5.9 million to 7.7 million.
“In conflict-ridden areas, more than 1.5 million people are facing 'emergency' levels of food insecurity, leaving many with
no option but to sell everything they have while skipping or reducing their meals,” the statement outlined.
In addition to food distributions, WFP is leading the Logistics Cluster, which provides technical and logistical support to
humanitarian organizations and has been operational in the Kasai region since June.
“Mobile warehouses have been built to store food and non-food items, while several trucks have been sent to Kasai and
Kasai Central to transport food and supplies,” said the statement.
To meet the huge needs of displaced people in hard-to-reach areas, since June the WFP-led UN Humanitarian Air Service
has expanded its support, positioning an aircraft in Kananga in Kasai Central on a permanent basis and flying three times
weekly to Tshikapa, Kasai – making those most in need more accessible to humanitarian organizations.
Scores of people have fled their villages due to the conflict that broke out in the Kasai region in August 2016.
According to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), there are some 1.4 million internally
displaced people across the Kasai provinces. Additionally, more than 31,000 have fled into neighbouring Angola.
“With up to 3.8 million people displaced in total, the DRC is home to the largest population of internally displaced people in
Africa,” underscored the statement.
The sharp deterioration in people's food security is mainly attributable to displacement caused by an upsurge in conflict and
pest infestation in crops across the country. WFP continues to coordinate with FAO and other partners to serve the most
vulnerable people in the Kasai region, as well as in other parts of the country.
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Latin America and Caribbean at difficult juncture as foreign
direct investment shrinks – UN
16 August – The United Nations Latin America commission has
reported that foreign direct investment (FDI) inflows to the region
declined by 7.9 per cent to $167.043 billion in 2016, due to low
commodity prices, sluggish economic growth and global trend of
shifting investment in developed economies.
The report on 2017 Foreign Direct Investment, published annually and
launched late last week by the UN Economic Commission for Latin
America and the Caribbean (ECLAC) , showed the region is losing
ground as a recipient of FDI, with inflows reducing for the second
year in a row to levels as six years ago.
“Foreign direct investment has been an important factor for the
development of export activities that are key to the growth of Latin
America and the Caribbean, as well as for the creation of new
sectors,” said Alicia Bárcena, ECLAC's Executive Secretary.

A railroad worker fixed tracks in Mexico. Photo: Curt
Carnemark/World Bank

Despite the downward trend, FDI flows stand at 3.6 per cent of the region's gross domestic product (GDP), while the global
average is 2.5 per cent, revealing the importance of transnational corporations in the region's economies.
In spite of the recession, Brazil remained the main recipient of 47 per cent FDI with a 5.7 per cent increase; while Mexico's
FDI fell 7.9 per cent, it stayed at its high levels and became the second-biggest recipient.
FDI can be a key factor in technology transfer and the adoption of new management systems and business models that
increase competitiveness and productivity, the report showed.
“But the big productivity gaps that persist in the region and the new technological scenarios that the fourth industrial
revolution poses require new policies to harness the benefits of FDI in national processes of sustainable development,”
stressed Ms. Bárcena.
Therefore, it is of great importance to review and improve the region's strategies for attracting FDI, so as to focus more on
modernizing the economy and diversifying production.
The automotive industry, highlighted in the report, is experiencing the greatest revolution in its history. Mexico, of
particular, is a success story under pressure.
“[Mexico] has experienced an accelerated process of transformation, going from being a low-cost platform for the assembly
of low-end vehicles to being a more integrated and diversified productive chain in terms of products and technological
sophistication,” explained ECLAC.
Also mentioned in the report were new investments targeting renewable energy, telecommunications, in addition to the
automotive industry.
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Guterres appoints former German President Köhler as his
Western Sahara envoy
16 August – United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres
announced today the appointment of Horst Köhler, former President
of Germany, as his Personal Envoy for Western Sahara.
The new Personal Envoy succeeds Christopher Ross of the United
States who completed his assignment on 30 April 2017. The
Secretary-General is grateful for Mr. Ross' tireless efforts and
dedication to facilitate negotiations between the parties in order to
achieve a just, durable and mutually acceptable political solution,
which would provide for the self-determination of the people of
Western Sahara.
Mr. Köhler brings more than 35 years of experience in government
and international organizations, including as President of Germany
(2004-2010), Managing Director of the International Monetary Fund
(IMF) in Washington, D.C. (2000-2004), and President of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development in
London (1998-2000).

Horst Köhler, newly-appointed Personal Envoy for Western Sahara
(file). UN Photo/Mark Garten

Further, he served as State Secretary at the Federal Ministry of Finance (1990-1993) before being appointed President of the
German Savings Bank Association (1993).

UN chief condemns deadly terrorist attacks in Borno state,
Nigeria
16 August – Condemning a series of terrorist attacks in north-eastern
Nigeria, United Nations Secretary-General António Guterres has
called for those responsible for these “repeated heinous acts” to be
brought to justice.
In a statement from his spokesman late Tuesday, the SecretaryGeneral extended his deep condolences to the Government and people
of Nigeria, and wished those injured a speedy recovery.
“He calls for those responsible for these repeated heinous acts in
Nigeria and neighbouring countries to be swiftly brought to justice,”
according to the statement.
Mr. Guterres reiterated the UN's solidarity and support to the
Government in its fight against terrorism and violent extremism.

Gwoza town, in Borno state, northeast Nigeria, was razed to the
ground during conflict with Boko Haram. The task ahead to rebuild
basic infrastructure, health clinics, schools, water and sanitation, and
shelter requires funding. Photo: OCHA/Orla Fagan

“The Secretary-General also renews the commitment of the United Nations to support efforts within the framework of the
counter-terrorism initiatives of the Lake Chad Basin Commission,” the spokesman said referring to an intergovernmental
organization comprised of the eight countries near Lake Chad.
The Security Council met yesterday to discuss the African-led force on terrorism that has been set up in the Sahel by the socalled Group of Five (G5), which includes Nigeria, along with Burkina Faso, Chad, Mali and Mauritania. The joint task
force is operational, but faces a number of challenges, including funding.
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